
Did you know? 

Homes with smoke alarms (whether or not they are operational)

typically have a death rate that is 40-50% less than the rate for

homes without alarms.

Fires and burns are the fifth leading cause of unintentional

injury-related death among children ages 14 and under.

Children, especially those ages 5 and under, are at the greatest

risk from home fire-related death and injury, with a fire death rate

twice the national average.

  A less acute perception of danger, less control over their

environment, and a limited ability to react promptly and properly to

a fire contribute to this excess risk.

Smoke Alarms are Essential

As of 1997, 94 percent of homes in the United States had at least

one smoke alarm.

However, only three-quarters of all homes had at least one working

smoke alarm.

Nearly 40 percent of all home fires and more than half of all

fire-related deaths in the home occur in the 6 percent of U.S. homes

that have no smoke alarms.

Action Plan - Fire prevention starts with you ! 

Preparation and education are key elements of preventing fire

tragedies.  Here are a few simple steps for you to help prevent a fire

in your home. 
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Purchase a smoke alarm.  Smoke alarms are available at a variety of

price points; they can be battery operated or electrically hard

wired in your home.  The most important thing to remember is that

homes with smoke alarms (whether or not they are operational)

typically have a death rate that is 40-50% less than the rate for

homes without alarms.  

Install the smoke alarms on every level of your home, including the

basement, making sure that there is an alarm outside every separate

sleeping area. New homes are required to have a smoke alarm in every

sleeping room and all smoke alarms must be interconnected.

Mount smoke alarms high on walls or ceilings (remember, smoke

rises). Ceiling mounted alarms should be installed at least four

inches away from the nearest wall; wall-mounted alarms should be

installed four to 12 inches away from the ceiling.

Test smoke alarms monthly; follow the manufacturer's instructions. 

Replace smoke alarms batteries once a year, or as soon as the

battery chirps warning that the battery is low.

Create and practice an escape route with your family.  Mark the two

ways out of every room, including doors and windows.

Chose a safe meeting place outside the home.  Make sure to mark this

on your escape plan.  

Assign a person in the family to assist infants and older adults in

the fire drill and in case of an emergency.  

Know what your smoke alarm sounds like.  Get out of the house, call

911 and stay out of the house until the fire department arrives.
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Tips for Fire Safety

Keep matches and lighter's out of children's reach and site.

Never use matches or lighters as a

source of amusement for children.

Keep and maintain a safe distance

(36 in) between space heaters and

anything that can burn.

Test smoke alarms monthly; install

a carbon monoxide detector in a

central location outside sleeping

areas.

Create and practice an escape plan

with your family.
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